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Purpose:  To provide a format for court orders committing Title IV-E eligible delinquent juveniles Title IV-E eligible placements where the court has determined that “reasonable efforts” were made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the juvenile from the home.

Key provisions:  Includes required “contrary to the welfare of the juvenile” language and language documenting the court’s determination that “reasonable efforts” were made to prevent or eliminate the removal of the juvenile from the home.  The document also provides a mechanism for the court to order “shared case management responsibility” by the juvenile probation department and county children and youth agency.

If this document is not utilized:  Ensure that any such court order includes language documenting the court’s determination that “to allow this juvenile to remain in the home would be contrary to the juvenile’s welfare” and the court’s determination regarding whether “reasonable efforts” were or were not made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the juvenile from the home.  In addition, language must be included directing “shared case management responsibility” for the juvenile by the county juvenile probation department and county children and youth agency.  In addition, ensure that any such order includes the name of the caregiver(s) from whose home the juvenile was removed and the relationship of the caregiver(s) to the juvenile.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF___________________ COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

In the interest of ______________________ Date of Birth____________ Juvenile No.__________




       (A MINOR)

ORDER OF COMMITMENT

(Delinquent Juvenile)
(Reasonable Efforts Made)
And now, this ___day of ______, 2____, after having found _________________________ to be a Delinquent Juvenile pursuant to Pennsylvania’s Juvenile Act on        (mo.)     (day)       (yr.),  it is hereby ORDERED that said juvenile be committed to                       (facility)                    under the supervision of the ___________________County Probation Department and subject to the following conditions:  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Case management responsibility   ( IS    ( IS NOT   to be shared by said probation department and the _______________________ County Children and Youth Agency.

Further, the Court hereby finds that to allow this juvenile to remain in the home of _________________[name of caregiver(s)]__________  ,      ___      (relationship to juvenile)            , would be contrary to the juvenile’s welfare, and that reasonable efforts were made to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of this juvenile from the home.

Such disposition having been determined to be consistent with the protection of the public interest and best suited to the treatment, supervision, rehabilitation, and welfare of the juvenile.

Subject to further Order of this Court.










By the Court,










_________________________














J.

